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Straight to Video

By Benjamin Potter

One U of M alumnus is making profits grow through diminish
ing distances. Thanks to Jay Myers' videoconferencing com
pany, the words "near" and "far" are quickly becoming obsolete.

73 Rollin' on the River

ByKristen Epler

Capt. Dale Meanley Lozier grew up on the Mighty Mississippi
and learned to navigate its muddy waters early in her life.
Captain of a fleet of riverboats, this U of M graduate gains
strength and a sense of purpose from the river's power.
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Prescription for Success
By Greg Russell

Appalling conditions at a children's hospital in Nicaragua were
the driving force behind Dr. Robert Malkin's U of M summer
institute that focuses on upgrading facilities and saving lives
in developing nations around the world.

20
Inside cover: Wilder Tower
as work commenced last spring
on its renovation. Photo by
Michael Spikes.
On the cover: Photo
illustration depicting a view of
the Memphis skyline as seen
from the deck of the Memphis
Queen III. Original photo by
Michael Spikes. Illustration by
Aaron Drown.

Real Genius

By Benjamin Potter

As the youngest student ever to attend The University of
Memphis, 12-year-old Alex Brueggeman brings a staggering
IQ and a down-to-earth personality to his studies.

24

Star Power

By Amy Clarkson

University of Memphis professor Joan Schmelz is harnessing
the power of the universe to help create the next generation of
scientists.

27
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UPTOWN goes
downtown

Tigers claim first national title
The U of M men's basketball squad captured the school's first-ever

The Greenlaw/Manassas neighborhood of North Memphis
was once a bustling community. But beginning in the 1960s,
crime, poverty and a lack of development sent the area into
a downward spiral of decay.
A new community-based resource center that opened in
February is hoping to reverse the trend and rebuild neighbor
hoods through contemporary revitalization plans.
Located at 314 Auction St. in downtown Memphis, the
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Carolina Gamecocks 72-62 in the championship game of the National
Invitation Tournament in New York City March 28.
Led by a career-high 25 points by junior center Earl Barron and a
tournament MVP performance by freshman phenomenon Dajuan
Wagner, the Tigers finished the season 27-9 and softened the disap
pointment of not making the NCAA tournament.
"This is real special, to win a national championship," Wagner said. "We

UPTOWN Resource Center is a partnership between The U
of M and the city of Memphis. It encompasses parts of five

Wagner's 762 points were the most ever scored in one season by a Tiger player. Fans are hopeful that Wagner,
who along with senior Kelly Wise made the C-USA All-Conference team, will not declare for the NBA draft. He

Besides

__

has been projected as high as a "top five pick" if he decides to skip his remaining collegiate eligibility.
Approximately 600 U of M supporters made the trip to Madison Square Garden to watch the team's second
straight NIT Final Four appearance.

providing
plans for re
building dying

U of M professors
receive $4.3 million
from National
Institutes of Health

communities
such as
Greenlaw/
Manassas,
the center
will serve as
a place where
community
members can
receive health
screenings,
home mainte
nance infor

Three professors from The University of Memphis

U of M President Shirley Raines (third from left),
Memphis Mayor Willie Herenton (fourth from
right) and others gather to celebrate the
opening of the UPTOWN Resource Center.

have received a $4.3 million grant from the National Insti
tutes of Health as part of the Tennessee Mouse Genome
Consortium.
Drs. Tom Sutter, Guy Mittleman and Doug Matthews

one to alcohol abuse," Matthews continued, "and to see
how stress can increase or decrease the likelihood that
they'll turn to alcohol."
"This study is different," said Mittleman, "because
the drinking is voluntary. It's necessary to put them in
a frustrating environment, then record if they drink at
really robust levels. Some animals will drink really high
amounts - amounts that would be well over the legal
limits if extrapolated to humans."
Sutter will analyze the biological make-up of the
mice and isolate genes involved in stress and alcohol
abuse.
The grant is part of a collaborative effort between

mation, mentoring and other life-enhancing skills. On the

will use mice to study the relationship between genes

center's second floor, The U of M will operate a computer
mapping room, which will allow residents to become

The U of M, the University of Tennessee Health Science

and stress to alcohol consumption. "We hope this will

Center, Vanderbilt University and Wake Forest University.

translate to humans," Mittleman said. "Our big goal is to

involved in the development of their neighborhood.

put animals in a variety of stressful situations and then

"We think there is an important agenda here," said Dr.
Stan Hyland, director of the University's School of Urban
Affairs and Public Policy. "At the top of the list is connecting
the University to the community. The University can make the
city and the region a better place to live."
UPTOWN is the site of a HOPE VI project, which will
involve the demolition of the Hurt Village public housing de

to see if there are commonalties of genes involved in
their consumption of alcohol."
Matthews and Mittleman are professors of psychol
ogy, and Sutter holds the Feinstone Chair of Excellence in
Functional Genomics.
Matthews' research will cause stress in mice by feed
ing them only small amounts, then allowing the mice to

velopment and the revitalization of the Lauderdale Courts

self-administer alcohol. "We're going to study how these

public housing development.

mice drink to reduce their anxiety," he explained, "and

For more information, call 901/678-1635 or visit the
project's Web site at http://www.people.memphis.edu/~uptown/
home.htm

how their genetic make-up plays a role in how much
they drink to reduce anxiety."
The scientists believe they will find a genetic relation
ship between stress and alcohol abuse. "We're hoping to

POSTMASTER: Send address changes

to Alumni &
Development Office, The University of Memphis, 120
Alumni Center, Memphis, TN 38152-3760.
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national team-title in any intercollegiate sport by defeating the South

worked hard all year and we just tried to come out here and get one for coach (John Calipari)."

neighborhoods and developments north of downtown.
PRESIDENT
Dr. Shirley Raines
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be able to identify the genes that might predispose some
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MICE GUYS FINISH FIRST: Drs. Mittleman, Sutter and
Matthews hope to link stress and alcohol consumption
through their study with mice.

3
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Fire fancy

In the spotlight
A television spot produced by The University of Memphis and Sossaman + Associates was a national finalist
in the "best editing" category in the Vision Awards competition for 2001.
The 30-second commercial, produced in conjunction with Lunar Productions and Video Tours Productions,
highlighted The U of M and its many programs. It ran during a nationally televised football game on ESPN. The
Sossaman team that worked on the project included Rob Hoerter (BBA '94, MBA '96), David Maddox, Patty Liles
and Randall Hartzog.
The Vision Awards select the best local and regional television commercials, video presentation and Web sites
created by advertising agencies, video production studios and television stations in the United States.

Dr. Ric Hovda
announced as U of M's
Education dean
An expert on recruiting, educating and retaining
teachers has been selected as dean of the College of

n e w sb i t s

Education at the University of Louisville.
Hovda holds a Ph.D. in teacher education, language

Many of us would jump at the chance to "light
a way" for others to follow. When Sajjad Mahmood
(BSET '75, MS '80), computer systems support man
ager at The U of M, got to "light the way," he did so
quite literally. Mahmood was an Olympic torchbearer
when the ceremony passed through Memphis last
December.
"When I found out, I was really excited,"
Mahmood said. "I didn't know at the time who nomi
nated me. I didn't know how to prepare because I
had never done it before."
Torchbearers must be nominated, then selected

arts and children's literature from Ohio State University.

by a committee. Of the more than 200,000 applicants

He earned master's and bachelor's degrees in education

for this Olympic relay, only 11,500 torchbearers were

from the University of North Dakota.

selected. Mahmood was nominated by Meta Laabs, U

Dr. Shirley Raines, U of M president, praised Hovda's

of M assistant to the vice president for student affairs.
"Sajjad's 'physical spirit' impacts numerous activi

selection.
"We're delighted that Dr. Hovda will join the College

ties held on campus — competitive swim team, Iron

Education at The University of Memphis.
Dr. Ric Hovda, who comes to The U of M from the

of Education," Raines said. "We expect him to be a valu

Kids Triathlon and noon-time exercise on campus,"

able asset to the University. Dr. Hovda will continue the

Laabs said. "Also, his can-do, helpful personality is a

University of Missouri at St. Louis, will take over leader

college's long-standing tradition of excellence in prepar

ship of the College of Education on July 1. As dean of

ing tomorrow's teachers for the classroom, and his

huge support to the University through his position
in information systems."

the college, Hovda will provide leadership and assistance

experience will help retain high-quality teachers."

to the college's faculty and students.
Currently, Hovda is the E. Desmond Lee Endowed

Laabs and some of Mahmood's other co-workers
went downtown to cheer him on. "It was dark, and you
know Beale Street — it was beautiful," Mahmood said.
"I just kept thinking 'wow, what a great moment this is.'
This was a lifetime opportunity," he added. "My kids
and my family will always remember this."

Dr. Ralph Faudree, U of M provost, said Hovda not

Is Tiger
triple-double solo?

only will take the reins of the College of Education, but

Professor of Urban Education, a joint appointment with

also will become a University liaison to local elementary

UMSL and the St. Louis Public School System. He also

and high schools.

has served as director of the Center for the Collaborative

LIGHT THE FIRE WITHIN: U of M staff member Sajjad
Mahmood was one of the lucky few chosen to be a
torchbearer for the 2002 Winter Olympics. His run was short
— just a few hundred yards down Beale Street — but he
said the memory will last a lifetime.

Hovda replaces Dr. Nathan Essex, who left The U of

Advancement of the Teaching Profession and as profes

M to become president of Southwest Tennessee Commu

sor of the Department of Early and Middle Childhood

nity College.

In basketball, the highly respected "triple-double" — reaching
double digits in three statistical categories — is rare at best. But
in a game against North Carolina-Charlotte on Feb. 3, U of M

Concord EFS CEO Dan Palmer (center)
and his grandson, Timothy Millette, met
with U of M President Shirley Raines
during a recent campus visit. Palmer
donated $400,000 to the Fogelman
College of Business and Economics to
show appreciation for his U of M
education, and to honor the memory of
his late wife. A profile of Palmer
appeared in the Winter 2002 issue of
TheUniversity of Memphis Magazine.

His company processes billions of ATM
transactions each year and is one of the
most profitable companies in Memphis.

point guard Kalara McFadyen posted a triple-double that was truly
fascinating.
She did it without shooting the ball.
Typically, a player reaches triple-double status by posting 10
or more points, rebounds and assists. McFadyen, however, went
the road less traveled, notching 12 assists, 10 rebounds and 10
steals. The New Zealand native is the first Lady Tiger to record a
triple-double.
McFadyen might be the first player — collegiate or pro —
to nab a triple-double without scoring any points. While the NCAA
doesn't track statistics on triple-doubles, a "no points" triple-double
McFadyen dribbles the ball as Memphis
charges to a 91-56 rout of UNC-Charlotte.
The 5'6" junior had 10 rebounds, 10 steals
and 12 assists, and was named as Co-Player
of the Week by C-USA for her one-of-a-kind
performance.
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has never been accomplished in the NBA or WNBA.
Joye Lee-McNelis, women's basketball head coach, was left
awestruck by the performance. "I'd like to get her autograph
before this is all over with because no one has ever done this
before," Lee-McNelis said. "That's pretty amazing."
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Math and science students get new aid

From left, Jim Phillips, executive director
of the FedEx Technology Institute;

The Herff College of Engineering at The University of Memphis has begun a two-year, $172,000 program to
aid economically disadvantaged undergraduate students who are majoring in engineering, computer sciences,
engineering technology or mathematics.
Funded with a grant from the National Science Foundation, the program addresses the national shortage of
engineers, mathematicians and computer scientists, said U of M associate professor David J. Russomanno.

Rob Carter, FedEx CIO; and John Ellis,
associate director of the FedEx Institute.
Carter presented the University with
a $1.5 million gift from FedEx Jan. 30.
The in-progress institute will allow

There is a huge demand on the part of U.S. employers for technologically skilled workers to fill high-paying
positions in this country, Russomanno said. 'One goal of this program is to try to get more low-income persons
into the mainstream of this most important and lucrative sector of the American economy."
Ihe program also is designed to encourage more engineers, computer scientists and mathematicians from
traditionally under-represented groups — women, minorities and people with disabilities.
The program will begin this fall and initially will assist 25 students who are within two years of graduation.
Each recipient will receive a $3,125 scholarship.

faculty and students to reach a new
pinnacle of research and learning
opportunities. The center, which is being
built adjacent to the Fogelman College
of Business and Economics at the
corner of Patterson and Norriswood,

Additionally, the Tennessee Valley Authority and the Pickering Firm of Memphis will provide summer

should be completed by 2003.

internship positions for some of the scholarship recipients. Other corporations also have agreed to participate,
Russomanno said.

The right verdict

The scholarships will be awarded this summer. For more information, call Russomanno at 901/678-3253, or
visit www.ee.memphis.edu/csems/csems.html.

Donald J. Polden, dean of the Cecil C. Humphreys School of Law at The University
of Memphis, recently was elected president of the Memphis Bar Foundation, a chari
table organization for lawyers and judges.

Know your BOV

The foundation promotes philanthropy to members of the legal community
and advances public awareness of the legal system by supporting local nonprofit and
charitable organizations.

The group of prominent business and community
leaders who make up The U of M's Board of Visitors

The foundation supports groups such as Lawyers Helping Lawyers, the Community
Legal Foundation and the Exchange Club's Family Center.

(BOV) have become vital to the success of the
University.

Polden has been dean of The U of M law school since 1993. He is an authority

Serving as a voice to the community, business leaders
and legislators, the BOV is committed to raising the
University's national stature and improving community
relations. It helps raise public and private funds for the

Donald Polden

George Washington University in 1970 and graduated cum laude from Indiana University Law School, where he was associate editor of the Indiana Law Review.

school and works to develop partnerships.

Richard Glassman

David J. Bronczek

Engineering success:
U of M student awarded

"The board is a 'who's who' of Memphis," said Kevin
Roper (BA '82, MA '93), vice president for University mar
keting, advancement and government relations. "They are
a very dedicated group of individuals. The board plays
a very critical role in the development of this University.

Roberto Young, a junior majoring in electrical engineering, received the Black

We are not going where we want to go without the sup
port of the community."

Engineer of the Year Student Leadership Award from Career Communications Group
in December.

This year saw four new people join the BOV:

The well-balanced Young plays outside linebacker for The U of M Tigers while

• David J. Bronczek, president and CEO of FedEx
Express.
rf"V/r

• Lawrence K. "Larry" Jensen (BA '74), president of
Commercial Tennessee.
• Phillip H. McNeill Sr. (BS '60, JD '68), chair and
CEO of Equity Inns, Inc.

Lawrence K. "Larry" Jensen

6

Phillip H. McNeill Sr.

• Richard Glassman (BA '69, JD '72), president of
The U of M Alumni Association and senior partner at
Glassman, Edwards, Wade & Wyatt, P.C.
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on anti-trust, corporate and securities law. He earned a degree in economics at The

Roberto Young

maintaining a 3.62 cumulative GPA. He is president of the U of M chapter of Alpha
Phi Alpha fraternity.
Young, a St. Louis native, was his hometown's INROADS Intern of the Year in
2001, an award based on job performance, scholastic achievement and community
involvement. He is a member of Who's Who Among American College Students, Tau

Beta Pi Engineering Honor Society, Phi Sigma Pi National Honor fraternity and Gamma Beta Phi Honor Society.
Career Communications Group, a minority-owned media services company in Baltimore, promotes minority
achievements in science. The group produces magazines, airs television programs and organizes national confer
ences aimed at creating leadership roles in minority communities.

S P R I N G
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OneU
ofM alumnus is
profiting by diminishing

Holiday Inn helps
with endowment,
scholarships

distances as he makes the words
"near" and "far" obsolete with

Six Continents Hotels, the company that owns Holi
day Inn, set up a $1.5 million endowment in support of
the new Kemmons Wilson School of Hospitality and Re
sort Management on campus. The endowment will pro
vide scholarships for women and minorities and establish
a Chair of Excellence for the Wilson School.
"Six Continents Hotels' endowment represents our
company's commitment to preserve Kemmons Wilson's
legacy by investing in the future of the lodging industry,"
said John Sweetwood, president of SCH.
Another important aspect of the endowment is the
promotion of minorities in the industry, Sweetwood said.
"We believe that leadership must reflect the overall popu
lation," he said. "That is why we have designated a por
tion of our gift to fund scholarships for women and
minorites."
The hotel portion of the school opened its doors in
March, complete with 82 suites, a full-service restaurant,
and meeting and ballroom facilities. Students can begin
taking courses in the new discipline this fall.
U of M president Shirley Raines was grateful for such
a donation. "With support like this, students will continue

his Memphis-based business.

U of M President Shirley Raines greets Kemmons Wilson as
the two tour the new Wilson School facility, which sports
dozens of suites, a restaurant and ballroom facilities. The
octogenarian founded Holiday Inn 50 years ago; the new
Wilson School will ensure a bright future for the hospitality
industry as students gain real-world know how.

to get the best possible education at the most reasonable
cost, and the University will continue to gain in stature as
a great university in a great city," she said. "This is an ex
ample of partnership that is beneficial to all parties in
volved, directly and indirectly, immediately and for gen
erations to come."

Something Wilder

The 34-year-old John Wilder Tower isn't
the oldest building on campus, but it is
getting quite a face lift. The transition
from a library to a home for student
services means more windows.

8

Of all of the construction projects around campus, the 12-story John
S. Wilder Tower is getting one of the more dramatic overhauls.
Wilder Tower, built in 1968 and named after Tennessee Lt. Gov.
John S. Wilder QD '58), was home for the campus library until the Ned
R. McWherter Library opened in 1994.
Housing only books, the library didn't have a need for windows. But
new plans to turn Wilder into more office space make windows an abso
lute necessity. "We just literally peeled away the skin," said architect
Louis Pounders of the Williamson Pounders architecture firm. Portions of
each wall from the second floor to the top floor were removed, and win
dows are being installed.
Many student services, which had been scattered across campus, are
soon to be under one roof, including admissions, registration, financial
aid, student relations and continuing education.
"It will be a great facility for the students," said Tony Poteet, assistant
vice president for campus planning and design.
Campus departments hope to move in by December, with final
touches to be completed by spring 2003.
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The world is getting smaller.
Telephones, television, the Internet — these
inventions and countless others bring the world
into our living rooms. And new technologies such
as videoconferencing put employers closer to em
ployees, teachers closer to students and doctors
closer to patients.
As U of M alumnus Jay Myers (BBA '78) can
attest, videoconferencing can be big business.
Myers is president and CEO of Interactive Solu
tions Inc. (ISI). In October, the business magazine
Inc. ranked ISI 182nd on its annual list of
America's 500 fastest-growing private companies
after ISI harvested a mammoth 1,535 percent sales
growth in its first five years.
Myers' travels have taken him across the
country and to foreign lands, but his longest trek
to date was the one to establish ISI. It was a jourdecades in the making.

Rewind
Myers carries himself with perfect posture,
and he normally dons glasses and a conservative
shirt and tie. But there are hints in his
Germantown, Tenn., office that belie his outward
appearance and CEO title.
By his desk sits a sign that says "Reserved for
Jay Myers. UT fans will be towed at owner's ex
pense."
"I have to turn that sign around sometimes,"
he says. "A lot of our clients come from East
Tennessee." A loyal Tiger fan, he adds, "I don't
whistle 'Rocky Top' around here very much."
While he was at then-Memphis State Univer
sity, Myers admits he wasn't a "star student," but
hard work paid off. "I worked my way through
school," he says. "I take a lot of pride in that."
S P R I N G
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John Pepin (BBA '62, MBA '64), clean of
Fogelman College of Business and Economics,
says Myers was a "slightly above-average stu
dent," but grades weren't what made him unique.
"What made Jay stand out," Pepin says, "was
his outgoing and very competitive personality,
numerous questions, entrepreneurial thoughts
and great perseverance."
Or maybe business was in the blood. Role
models ran rampant in the Myers household. His
father once helmed the Memphis Better Business
Bureau, and several siblings work for various cor
porations throughout the South. Myers considers
his father a tough act to follow.
"I was very close to my late father," Myers
says, who shares both a first name and birthday
with his dad. "He was always a strong supporter
of me and was always in my corner."
After graduation, Myers struggled to come
into his own. Fresh out of college in 1978, he
went to work as a salesman for AM International.

9

In 1982, he went to Eastman Kodak Co. look
ing for a change of pace. By 1987, life's pace was
as frantic as ever — peaking at a time when he
had 48 hours to find and purchase a new home in
Raleigh, N.C., while his wife, Maureen (BA '76)
was expecting their first child. "That's what you
call eating stress for breakfast," as Myers puts it.
Then, a bombshell. Just months after Myers
moved his family to Raleigh, Kodak dissolved the
division at which he was working.
A job offer from Hewlett-Packard and his
mother's fight with breast cancer brought Myers
back to Memphis. But wanting a return to a
smaller company, he hit the books at the library to
research emerging technologies. "My way of trying
to deal with crises is to get educated," he says.
"You cap^Usit back and expect changes — you've
or*.*6 do something."

Pause
In 1990, Myers made his fourth career move,
this time to ATS Telephone and Data Systems, Inc.
(now Expanets Mid-South Region), a company
founded by another U of M alumnus, David
Perdue (BBA '63). At ATS, Myers got an initial
glimpse into his future.
"One day I was talking to my boss and saw a
tape on his desk about videoconferencing," Myers
says. He borrowed the tape and was immediately
enamored with the technology. After a month
of persuasion, he convinced ATS to sell the
equipment.
Meanwhile, Myers had ideas for a new com
pany — one that would deal solely with
videoconferencing equipment.
"ISI was basically formed off the dining room
table in my house," Myers says. "I held my 'CEO
meetings' and hammered out ideas during my
morning run with Shadow, our dog. The good
thing about the dog was that she never talked
back or shot down any of my ideas!"
But at the same time, Myers says starting a new
company was a serious matter that required great
focus, as well as his family's full-fledged support.
"My role in the beginning, as the old com
mercial says, was not to let him see me sweat,"
Maureen says. "It sounds corny, but I knew that
we would be OK. If this business did not work
out, then something else would."
10

Myers says that period in his life was a "hum
bling experience." He and a secretary spent 1996
plugging away, looking for clients and forming a
business partnership with a friend in Kentucky.
Despite the small triumph of ISI's first sale ("It
was for $28,000, but it felt like $28 million for us,"
Myers says), times were trying for the fledgling
company.
Private investors began to lose faith and pulled
the financial rug from underneath ISI's feet. The
clamps tightened when ISI was swindled out of
$14,000 from a fraudulent New Hampshire-based
company. At the end of its first year, the company
was nearly a quarter of a million dollars in the
red.
Myers remained diligent, however, and the
hard work soon paid off. Large Tennessee-based
clients, such as AutoZone, FedEx and Oak Ridge
National Laboratory, helped turn the tide and put
ISI back in the black.

components of a strong business plan." Develop
ing that business plan, along with meeting other
local business owners, strengthened the backbone
of know-how and contacts.
ISI found great success in the next few years.
Revenues increased, as did the number of em
ployees. By the end of 2000, the company had a
new home in Germantown, Tenn., more than $4
million in total sales and a Small Business of the
Year Award from the Memphis Business Journal
His older brother, John Myers (BBA '73),
describes his sibling's abilities this way: "He is
constantly wanting to network and be associated
with others who have the skills and experience to
help him. While it's not a unique characteristic, I
suspect it's one that is shared by many entrepre
neurs. And that's the bottom line —Jay's an entre
preneur. He had a vision for a business, he
created it and he made it successful."
Two other ISI employees are U of M graduates
— Don Cottam (BBA '97) and Andrew Ruhland
(BBA '00) — a decision Myers says was "by de
sign."
"I'm proud of going to school at Memphis
State," Myers says. "They've got one of the best
business schools in the South. The U of M taught
us to think outside the box." \

Record
Some equate the term "videoconferencing"
with hostile company takeovers or impersonal

Play
The U of M flfe^ed an important role in ISI's
recovery. In 1998, Myers enrolled in an entrepre
neur class headed by Dr. Barry Gilmore through
the University's Fast Track program.
"I'm not sure there was any magic formula,"
Myers says, "but we learned to put together the
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Sharon Newsoni, a register^nurse, and other medical
perso*l|<pt Le BonheSPuse this videoconferencing
equipment, wnichWronnected to a facility in Tupelo, Miss.
Medical devices such as X-rays, ENT scopes and
dermascopes, can be plugged in for added practicality.

business meetings. Myers, however, paints a
more benign, personal picture of the trade.
Many of ISI's clients include several area hos
pitals and educational facilities. Distance learning
is a big part of what ISI does, and so is
telemedicine.
One endeavor in telemedicine has linked the
North Mississippi Medical Center in Tupelo, Miss.,
to Le Bonheur Children's Medical Center in Mem
phis. Now, a pediatrician in Memphis can diag
nose a patient in rural Mississippi via the video
link in a matter of minutes. The old process cost
more time, money and stress, Myers says.
"The mental anguish created by this system
for both the babies and the parents was enor
mous, not to mention very inefficient," he says.
"We feel very good about being able to provide
technology that improves people's lives.
"Using this technology might mean avoiding a
plane trip and being able to attend a child's
school play or ballgame," Myers says. "It makes us
feel like we have a role in people's business life."

Fast Forward
For Myers, being a busirlSfiMan is only half of
the picture. He considers community service "an
obligation" and has been active in shaping the
Memphis community in a positive way.
Myers, an Eagle Scout, still helps Boy Scouts
of America through fund raising and assisting
scouts who seek personal management or com
munications merit badges. He also teaches a busi
ness basics course to elementary school students
for Junior Achievement. And he's a member of
Leadership Collierville, Tenn., where participants
go through team-building exercises, diversity
training and visits to the state legislature.
Myers essentially is a potent blend of aggres
sive salesman and neighborhood nice guy. He has
four pillars upon which he wants to set ISI. "One,
highest ethical standards," he says. "Two, impec
cable integrity and honesty. Three, give back to
the community. Four, honor my father's name and
reputation. I want to run the business in a manner
that would make my father proud."
Perhaps most importantly, he remains true to
himself.
"You can fool a lot of people, but you can't
fool yourself," he says. "You are who you are."
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Capt. Dale Meanley Lozier is
no stranger to water. She grew

i

up on the Mighty Mississippi
and learned to navigate its
muddy waters as a teen-ager.
Today, the U

of

captains a fleet
on the river near Memphis.
"All aboard. All aboard, the 2:30 ride of the
Memphis Queen II cruise."
As Capt. Dale Meanley Lozier (BS '69, MS 72)
hails the passengers on shore, she checks for heavy
winds. She grips the knobs of the large wooden
wheel used to turn the 110-foot sternwheeler and
reflects on life on the Mississippi.
"The river has a lot of power," Lozier says. "I feel
like I'm getting a good dose of God when I'm out
there. I feel like I'm getting renewed."
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A second-generation riverboat captain, Lozier
and her brothers were raised around water.
"When we were growing up," she recalls,
"my dad bulldozed a five-acre lake into our front
yard. We used to swim and go water-skiing in it."
Even before she was born, her parents' story
began on the water.
"It all started on a canoe," she says. Her
father, Capt. Thomas Meredith Meanley and
mother Carol Kimball got engaged on a canoe
trip on Horseshoe Lake in Arkansas. It was their
fifth date.

Mississippi.

After a stint in the Navy, Meanley moved to
Memphis and joined the news staff of the nowdefunct Memphis Press Scimitar. Assigned to
cover outdoor news, he became intrigued by the
Mississippi River. He followed his fascination, and
in the summer of I960, he bought a fleet of
riverboats and launched a new career.
Lozier and her brothers became part of the
family business — navigating a series of passen
ger and party boats on the Mississippi around
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Memphis. Her father passed on his fascination
of the river to his children and raised a litter of
"river rats," she says.
But her father wasn't content to merely pilot
boats on the river. In 1963, he decided to build
his own showboat.
"It was amazing what my dad could do from
reading books," Lozier says. "He used to read for
two hours every morning. My dad developed a
talent for learning through reading and read his
whole life."
Meanley soon discov
ered he could build the
showboat cheaper in his
backyard than by bidding
out the job. So he traded in
his press pass for a
captain's hat and com
pleted the Memphis Show
boat in the spring of 1964.
"I'll never forget that
first trip," Lozier says. "It
was just barely finished.
It was windy and dad had
never landed the boat
with people on it before.
It took him three or four
tries, but he finally
landed it safely."
That first year, the
Memphis Showboat
made only seven
cruises, but the enter
tainment vessel soon
earned a reputation as
a favorite spot for wed
dings, concerts, high school
proms, the Cotton Carnival and other large social
events.
Meanley wanted a smaller boat, so he built
the one-deck, two-stern wheeler named the Belle
Carol. Once again he ordered a hull and com
pleted it himself.
"When he ordered the Showboat, all he got
was the hull, the main deck and the supports,"
Lozier says. "So he had to do his own plumbing,
electricity, bulkheads (walls), all the trim, and had
to make sure it met all Coast Guard requirements
and fire safety codes."
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After the Corps of Engineers built rock dikes
along the Arkansas side of the river, the Belle
Carol could no longer navigate the muddy
waters. So Meanley started designing the 400passenger true sternwheeler Memphis Queen III,
but before christening it in 1979, he completed
the 65-foot yacht Lorac — that's "Carol" spelled
backward.
Meanley built the Lorac to go on a worldwide
cruise with his wife. The couple's Sunday school
class came to see it when it was finished.
"It was huge and had a cabin on top of it,"
Lozier says. "It was painted with red lead, which
gave it the appearance
of wood. They asked
my dad if he had some
kind of divine revela
tion and if he was
collecting animals in
pairs."
Lozier's mother
died before her par
ents could take the
yacht around the
world, but the
couple enjoyed
many local trips on
the boat, which
looked suspiciously
like Noah's Ark.
Lozier's interest
in riverboats can be
traced to the begin
ning of the family
business, before
the new boats
were built. She and
her brothers — Jerry
and Capt. Jake Meanley (BBA '71) — worked on
the boats from childhood. She soon befriended
deckhand and U of M student, Capt. John H.
Lozier Jr. (BS '66) The two shared their love of
the river and married six years later in 1968.
When her father retired, John took over as presi
dent and general manager, with Lozier and Jake
at his side.
That same year, Dale's father pushed her
to get a river pilot's license. She signed up for
classes at the River School, but opted to take the

test early. After a lifetime around river vessels,
Lozier was able to earn a perfect score on the
"Rules of the Water."
"After 22 years, I had kind of learned it by
osmosis," she says.
Lozier and John raised a third generation
of "water babies" —John Thomas or "J. T." and
William Dale Lozier. "They were river rats from
birth," she says. J. T. and William were raised on
the boats and each boy earned a pilot's license
as soon as he was old enough.
The family earned a living for years as the
business grew, running dinner parties and private
cruises. But tragedy struck
in May of 1988 when John
died of cancer. Lozier's
brother, Jake, took over as
general manager and ran
the Memphis Queen line
with her help. William
remained in the family
business until 1999The deaths of J. T. and
Lozier's brother threatened
to sink her plans for the
business. "At that point, I
thought, 'What am I going to
do,"' she says. But she perse
vered, relying on her faith,
her family and her love of
the river.
Despite the hardships,
Lozier's life remains fully an
chored to the river. She and
her second husband, Ralph
Bagwell, bought a 600-passenger, three-deck party boat they
dubbed the City of Memphis.
The boats bring joy to
Lozier — and to the people who ride them. She's
entertained celebrities such as Mother Teresa,
Cybill Shepherd, Ringo Star and Al Gore.
While Lozier loves the crowded cruises, it is
the pull of the Mighty Mississippi that continues
to lure her to the Memphis banks.
"There's just something about the river that's
hard to stay away from," she says. "No where
else can I feel the same calm and serenity." ^
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U ofM biomedical engineering
professor Robert Malkin was
so appalled by the deplorable
conditions at the Children's
Hospital in Managua, Nicaragua,
he decided to take action. Now,
a summer institute at The U
is playing a part in upgrading
facilities and saving lives in
developing countries.
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The first sign that something might be awry
at the Children's Hospital in Managua, Nicaragua,
are the sheep grazing in the medical equipment
repair area. A better clue, though, would be the
fire that unexpectedly erupts above a patient on
an operating room table.
"A lot of people would be shocked if they
saw some of the things that go on in this and
other hospitals in Third World countries," Univer
sity of Memphis researcher Robert Malkin says.
"Some of the occurrences are totally unbeliev
able."
Dr. Malkin was so appalled by such condi
tions that he created a new institute at The U of
M that focuses on correcting problems at hospi
tals in economically depressed countries. The
program, Engineering World Health (EWH), sends
biomedical engineering students to hospitals in
under-developed countries to repair and install
donated medical equipment. The result has been
better care facilities and in some instances, saved
lives.
"When we see the people come from the Uni
versity and from Memphis, we are happy because
we know improvements are on the way for our
hospital," says Dr. Enrique Alvarado, director of
the Children's Hospital (Hospital Infantil Manuel
de Jesus Rivera) in Managua. "Their work makes
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The program doesn't just benefit patients
our hospital function better and in the process,
either. Those who go through the summer insti
has helped play a role in saving lives."
tute receive a unique, hands-on educational
Children whose existence relied heavily on
antiquated or non-working medical equipment
experience.
"The students get extensive clinical experi
now have a new life because of support monitors
ence while receiving nine to 12 hours of college
and other equipment installed and repaired by
U of M students. Surgeons are better able to
credit for language and technical training," says
operate on patients because of upgraded medical
Malkin. "The opportunity to spend a month in a
equipment supplied by The U of M's Summer
foreign country — especially a Third World coun
Institute.
try — can be a lifechanging experience."
Malkin, who holds a
Herbert Herff Chair of
The program entails
Excellence in Biomedi
four to five weeks of
cal Engineering, says
training at The U of M,
Engineering World
where students learn
Health is divided into
Spanish and how to
two parts. The non
repair medical equip
profit side sends volun
ment. Participants also
teer engineers to pro
take courses in political
vide services in Third
science to learn about
World countries. It has
sensitive issues they
established a clearing
may encounter in the
Malkin and a student work on medical equipment that
house of donated
target country. Students
they will send to one of several Third World countries they
target. He says that civil and electrical engineers have
medical equipment and
then travel to a target
programs that help impoverished nations. EWH is a way
parts and provides the
country,
where they
biomedical engineers can be involved.
professional expertise
spend the final four
to design and rebuild the equipment.
weeks of the summer program installing donated
The other part of the program — the EWH
medical equipment, repairing and calibrating
Summer Institute — provides training to students
existing equipment and training staff how to
from around the country who are interested in
properly use the machinery.
making a difference abroad.
The institute is open to engineering, physics
Malkin says the program is already showing
and chemistry majors from any University. Be
results. In one instance, he says that a 2-year-old
sides The U of M, Malkin has fielded inquiries
baby named Jessica, a patient at the Children's
from Rhodes College in Memphis, North Carolina
Hospital in Managua, might not be alive today if
State, Washington University and students from
not for Engineering World Health. Suffering from
Seattle.
totally anomalous pulmonary venous drainage, a
"This is an opportunity for me to apply my
congenital disorder that is fatal if left untreated,
technical engineering background in an environ
Jessica was completely dependent on the
ment that benefits underprivileged children," says
program's donated, refurbished equipment during
U of M student Nicolle Kramer. "It makes me
her stay at the hospital.
aware of the importance of things that I would
"Thanks to our efforts,
otherwise take for granted." Kramer and fellow U
every station in the inten
of M graduate student Chris Powell helped install
sive care unit of the
the monitoring stations in the hospital where
Children's Hospital now
baby Jessica was a patient.
has a monitoring station,"
Malkin says a major problem at many Third
says Malkin.
World hospitals is not fixing a broken part, but
having the ability to pay for a part.
T H E

U N I V E R S I T Y

O F

M E M P H I S

"One government donated an intensive care
Malkin contacted local heart surgeon William
unit to the hospital in Managua, and another
Novick to ask his advice on how his students
country donated ventilators to be used in the
could find their niche. Dr. Novick, who has pro
unit," Malkin says. "But the hospital was lacking
vided operations to needy children in dozens of
one simple piece needed to make the ventilator
developing countries through the International
Children's Heart Foundation, invited Malkin to
work, so the facility was totally empty and not
being used. The piece that
accompany him on a trip
was missing costs only five
to Managua. It was here that
dollars, but to the NicaraMalkin witnessed the deplor
guans, that is a lot of money.
able conditions in the
They just can't afford it.
Children's Hospital. He
teamed with Dr. Mohammad
"Our students arrive with
Kiani of the University of
the needed part and it has a
huge impact even though it
Tennessee Health Science
is a relatively small amount
Center's engineering depart
ment to create an educa
of money. Now the facility
can be used.
tional program that would
provide humanitarian aid to
"Another example is light
countries in need. Projects
bulbs," Malkin continues.
also are being planned in
"There is a certain type of
Haiti, Brazil and Peru.
light bulb needed for sur
Malkin says that it is easy
gery, but they can't afford it,
for U of M alumni or anyone
so they use regular light
else to become involved.
bulbs. These bulbs can give
Because of a lack of money
At the EWH Summer Institute, Malkin prepares
off too much heat, some
students for trips to underdeveloped countries
in the depressed areas, he
times resulting in a fire. The
where they install and repair medical
says that monetary and
nurses have to quickly cover
equipment in hospitals. During the final month
of the program, the students visit a Third Worid
equipment donations are
the patient until the fire is
country to practice what they have learned.
extinguished.
important to Engineering
World Health. Information on donating can be
"We try to provide things as simple as light
obtained at the Web site www.ewh.org or by con
bulbs or as complex as monitoring stations,"
Malkin points out. "On campus, we have a lab
tacting Malkin at 901/678-3733 or through e-mail
ramalkin@memphis.edu.
piled high with old stuff. We fix it, recalibrate it
"The goal of every teacher is to offer a
and get it working. It is then shipped down to
class that is so insightful and exciting that it can
Nicaragua where it is installed."
change a student's life," says Malkin, who holds
Malkin first became interested in setting up
degrees from the University of Michigan and
the program when biomedical engineering stu
Duke University. "This educational experience
dents approached him "wanting to make a differ
ence" in the world.
has that potential. It can open students up to an
understanding of the real world and their place
"Electrical engineers have organizations that
place engineers in Third World countries to help
in that world.
with delivering power and communication ser
"I am convinced we can
vices," he notes. "Civil engineers send people to
make a major impact," he
poor countries to help in building schools and
says. "The best thing about
sewage treatment plants. Until our program, there
it is that it not only provides
has really never been a way for biomedical engi
a great educational experi
neering students to help with world problems."
ence, it helps serve people
who are in need." ^
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of M sophomore Alex Brueggeman,

winner of the

Goldwater
a genuine
Award, has
character

and down-to-earth personality that
ways in which people look at gifted children.
It's a story almost worthy of Hollywood.
In fact, similar tales have been spun with typical
West Coast dazzle, where gifted children often are
depicted as frail recluses, robot-like super-geeks or
bumbling social misfits.
Twelve-year-old Alex Brueggeman, however, has
a cheery disposition that lacks the drama of the silver
screen. Instead, he lives a well-balanced life that in
cludes attending The University of Memphis as a
sophomore.

From ABC to A - Bc
Alex is the youngest person ever to attend The U
of M. He is "profoundly gifted" (PG); by definition,
his IQ exceeds 180. He and his parents, Gay
McCarter, an artist, and Mike Brueggeman, a neurolo
gist, live in nearby Jackson, Tenn. They say The U of
M's combination of location and professionalism,
along with a good dose of Southern hospitality, has
been too good to miss.
"I like the classes and a lot of the teachers," Alex
says. "I like the labs best of all. The only thing I don't

like about it is the drive. If I could only pick up this
University and plop it down in Jackson!"
Alex's parents had suspected he might be collegebound earlier than most when they noticed his ex
ceptional ability to learn.
"Alex started reading road signs when he was 2,"
McCarter says. "We thought that was sort of unusual!
Most learning curves go in 45-degree angles, but for
PG kids, the learning curve is vertical — they just
shoot up like a rocket."
In kindergarten, Alex was scolded for reading 7thgrade-level books instead of nursery rhymes. It was
apparent early on that he would need a drastically
different education than most children.
Three years of home schooling followed, and
Alex absorbed information like a sponge as he blazed
through the curriculum. By age 9, he clearly needed
something more.
Jackson (Tenn.) State Community College was a
temporary answer. Alex eased into collegiate work
with a second-year Spanish class. It was a success. He
aced the course, and his classmates elected him as
treasurer of the Spanish Club.
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Alex continued the next two years sampling
classes at The U of M's Jackson campus and Lambuth
University before ultimately taking advantage of The
U of M's excellent research facilities and able-minded
professors.

Proving grounds
Alex has been well-received at The U of M,
but most people's conception of what a profoundly
gifted child is like tends to be exaggerated. Perhaps
the most aggravating misconception people tend to
have, McCarter says, is that Alex should have stayed
in public school with children his own age.
"I just can't imagine Alex being in sixth grade
right now," she says. "That's where he'd be based on
his age. He'd be bored out of his mind. That's one
reason we like Memphis so much: They treat him
like a college sophomore, not a sixth-grader."
Alex is well-adjusted to college life, but he's
faced his fair share of challenges along the way.
One memorable experience came in the third grade,
when he entered a model-rocket project in a science
fair.
S P R I N G

2 0 0 2

The project was top-notch. It was so good, in
fact, that the judges doubted the work was actually
Alex's.
"The worst thing was none of the judges asked
me about it," he says. "Well, one talked to me, but all
he asked was 'How much of this did you do?"'
The disbelieving judges kept first prize away from
Alex's project, but unable to prove any wrongdoing,
they begrudgingly gave him second place. The
project was later published in Sport Rocketry.
Many people don't understand Alex because
he sits beyond their range of personal experiences,
McCarter says. There aren't many PG children to
know, period. Some research suggests there are as
little as one or two profoundly gifted children for
every one million births.
Even on a college campus, there can be the occa
sional misunderstanding. Skeptics sometimes surface
when an elementary-age child walks into a college
classroom, sits down and starts taking notes.
"At my first day at Lambuth, in my very first
class," Alex says, "a guy came in, pointed his finger
in my face, and said 'You don't belong here — get
21

out.' I actually had to pull out my student ID and
show it to him."
There also were a couple of run-ins with stu
dents at The U of M who felt the need in class to
prove Alex wrong at every possible opportunity.
These kinds of criticisms can be very taxing on PG
children, the majority of whom are perfectionists
and highly sensitive.
Alex's parents advise him to take the negativity
like "water off a duck's back." He does admit that
he's highly sensitive, but says it's not debilitating.
"I don't cry at AT&T commercials or anything,"
he says. Both he and his parents agree that attending The U of M has been an overall rewarding expe
rience socially and academically.

Ordinary kid, extraordinary brain
In his chemistry class, Alex chicken-scratches
notes while sitting quietly and attentively. Dr.
Antonio Ferreira (PhD '00), assistant professor of
chemistry, guides the students through a lecture on
mass, volume and density.
The lesson's difficulty is apparent on several
students' faces, who furl their brows or stare blankly
at the blackboard. Some students write down con
cepts and examples at a furious pace, but Alex just
jots down an occasional note or equation.
"A lot of this is still review for me," he says, "But
it'll get harder soon enough."
After class, Alex signs the attendance roster. Sev
eral students greet him with a typical "Hi, Alex," or
"Hey, Alex, how's it going?" One late arriver even
asks him what had happened during the first 10
minutes of class.
"Perhaps the most striking personal trait I've no
ticed with Alexander," Ferreira says, "is the way that
other students seem to seek out his opinion and as
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sistance. I've noticed that students much older than
he will stop him after class and ask him for help
with chemistry. It's almost as if they are drawn to
him."
Alex may be a minor celebrity on campus, but
friendly disposition has as much to do with it as
brainpower. His physical appearance helps further to
shake off negative "child genius" stereotypes some
hold. He's a handsome kid, complete with freckled
cheeks and a charming smile.
Alex is no oddity, just an ordinary kid with an
extraordinary brain. And despite his status, his child
hood remains mostly intact. He is quick to swap
strategies for Baldur's Gate, a popular computer
game. (Never mind that he tweaked the game's pro
gramming code for his own amusement!) He makes
slightly off-color jokes, and blushes afterward. He
likes to play basketball with his friends. He doodles
in the margins of his school notebooks.

Outside the classroom
Alex's mother says he's a "young man in a
unique situation," but defining him solely as a col
lege student paints an incomplete picture. Life's defi
nitely not just textbooks and Bunsen burners. Alex's
extracurricular schedule is staggering at times. He
has a third-degree black belt in Tae Kwan Do, and
he takes violin lessons. He likes racquetball, fencing,
and going hiking and camping with his father.
Alex's social life includes maintaining friends
whose ages and locations are quite varied.
"Friends I have made in college are usually
through my classes," he says. "I don't have as much
opportunity to develop those friendships — that
long drive home interferes quite a bit. I like walking
between classes and greeting several friends I know,
and catching up with how their classes are going this
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semester or sitting with them in class, sharing jokes.
It makes the campus seem smaller and friendlier."
Then there are friends his own age. Some are
strictly "long distance" PG friends from all over the
country, but Alex keeps in touch through phone
calls and occasional visits.
"The last one in Texas was a blast!" he says. "Six
guys, ages 11 to 13, and a huge pillow fight. We also
sat up half the night and most of the next day hav
ing a marathon Magic: The Gathering card game. It
was great."
Alex is able to see his friends in Jackson more
frequently. They keep busy inside on the computer,
and outside playing basketball or riding scooters
and skateboards.

A bright future
Some people might wonder how long it will
take before Alex jets off to some Ivy League college
to finish his studies. Several aspects of The U of M,
though, are keeping Alex firmly in place. Through
the Honors College, he can take classes that are
smaller, more challenging and thus more rewarding.
Honors students have been "surprised and intrigued"
by Alex's presence, says Honors Program Director
Melinda Jones, but he has had no trouble stepping
up to the role of college student.
"I'm always amazed that he sits down with col
lege students and fits in perfectly," Dr. Jones says.
"He's very attentive and contributes to any conversa
tion or lecture."
Ferreira also commends Alex's discipline and
willingness to learn.
"In a world where so many students are in class
merely to earn a grade, Alexander stands out as a
young man who demands more of himself," he says.
"He exhibits a true desire to learn the material."
Jones had put enough faith in Alex's abilities to

nominate him for the prestigious Barry M.
Goldwater Scholarship, an honor he received. Only
one other student from The U of M was nominated,
and only 300 students nationwide were chosen.
Another campus capstone is The U of M's
admirable collection of first-rate research equipment,
including treasures such as the University's atomic
force microscope, the audiology lab and the Institute
for Intelligent Systems' AutoTutor project.
"The U of M has a great deal going for it,"
McCarter says. "It is one of the best-kept secrets in
the South. We wouldn't make the three-hour roundtrip drive every day if it wasn't worth it."
As it stands now, Alex anticipates getting his
bachelor's of science in biology with a minor in
chemistry by 2005. At that pace, he'll have his
master's of science in molecular biology by 2007.
He'll be 17 years old — an age when most are
applying for college, not putting the finishing
touches on their master's thesis.
Then, after a "well-deserved vacation" to Europe,
Alex wants to pursue a Ph.D. in plant molecular
genetics.
"Human genetics interests me a lot, but plant
genetics haven't been delved into as much," he says.
"I love studying plants. I even have some carnivo
rous plants in my room."
Alex says that plants could hold the solutions
to certain human diseases or environmental prob
lems. For example, he says, some plants are being
developed to break down oil, mercury and other
industrial by-products. It's a noble way to turn his
personal blessings back onto the world.
Hollywood would be disappointed with Alex's
balanced, straight-ahead approach to life, but he is
already used to bending those "child genius" stereo
types. Super-geek, indeed. ^

star POWER
ONE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS PROFESSOR

A group of Memphis-area students recently
took a cosmic road trip, exploring the sun's fiery
atmosphere, newborn stars, ancient white dwarfs
and mysterious black holes.
The leader of this interstellar expedition was
University of Memphis professor Joan Schmelz, a
NASA researcher whose goal is to spark an inter
est in astronomy in particular and science in
general.
"Too many students know more about astrol
ogy than they do about astronomy," Dr. Schmelz
says. "Scientists, teachers and parents need to join
together to change that."
Schmelz is doing her part to recruit the next
generation of scientists through a NASA-spon
sored program, "Breaking the Secrets of Starlight,"
which is aimed at elementary and middle school
students.
The students in Manning Hall Auditorium on
The U of M campus aren't merely bystanders on
their universal road trip — Schmelz quietly leads
them on a fact-finding expedition and invites
them to become junior astronomers for the day.
Their mission: to discover the composition of
stars.
"What do astronomers study?" she asks the
crowd of about 80 eighth-graders.
From all corners of the auditorium, Schmelz
gets answers: stars, planets, comets, galaxies. She
nods each time, encouraging more students to
speak out.
A professor of astrophysics, Schmelz designed
the program in the spring of 2001 with the inten
tion of exposing children to the wonders of the
universe. She packed up her slideshow, work
sheets, and demonstrations and went on a road

IS USING OUTER SPACE TO SPARK INNER CURIOSITY

Schmelz, who
was inspired by her
high school science
teachers, is repaying
the favor by inspiring
Memphis-area students
with her astronomy
presentations. After a
slideshow, Schmelz
leads a question and
answer session with
the students.

WITHIN THE MINDS OF TOMORROW'S SCIENTISTS.
b y
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trip of her own to 14 area schools.
"There's nothing like first-hand experience
in the classroom to understand what these kids
need and how this program should work," she
says. "I'm grateful to all the teachers who invited
me to visit their schools and to all the students
who participated."
In an effort to reach a greater number of stu
dents, Schmelz moved the program to the Univer
sity last fall. She also began teaching the program
to science teachers in the Memphis City Schools.
She hopes that "decoding starlight" will eventu
ally become a regular activity in fifth-grade class
rooms.
"We can't bring a star to the lab to study it,"
she tells her audience, "but we can analyze the
one thing that the star sends us — its light."
Schmelz explains to the eighth-graders that
astronomers use a device called a spectrometer
to break starlight into its component colors —
like a raindrop breaks up sunlight into a rainbow.
She says that the starlight can tell something
about the star, but the message appears to be
in "code." In order to understand the message,
a "code breaker" for starlight must be built.
The students watch as four different gases
(neon, mercury, krypton and hydrogen) are
heated until they glow. The young students
observe the light with diffraction gratings, which,
like a spectrometer, separate the light into its
component colors. They draw the patterns they
see on a worksheet and compare the drawings
with the actual starlight.
The students then answer two questions:
"Which pattern most closely resembles the star's
spectrum?" and "From the data you have com-
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After the brief workshop, students have be
piled, what are stars made of?" The answer to
gun to understand just a bit about astronomy and
both questions is hydrogen. "And stars are just
physics and the everyday importance of science
that — gigantic balls of hydrogen," Schmelz says.
in their own lives. Schmelz encourages them to
Without realizing it, these students just
think about taking more science classes.
received a crash course in astrophysics from
a NASA researcher.
Accompanied by their teachers, the students
Schmelz also tells them about her quest to
spend about an hour with Schmelz. Her program
unravel one of the longest-standing mysteries in
is flexible enough to accommodate the attention
astronomy. Flashing a vibrant photo of red and
spans and needs of the students.
orange, she shows the students an X-ray image
"The length depends on them and the
of the sun's atmosphere —
questions they ask," she says.
the corona — the subject of
"Usually, I get a lot of ques
her research for NASA.
tions, but occasionally they
"At the surface, the sun is
won't ask any. I tailored the
about 5,000 degrees Fahren
program so I can make it as
heit," she says, "but the co
long or as short as they
rona is much, much hotter
want."
— about 1 million degrees,
The students have
and no one can explain
questions about the dif
why."
fraction grating, the stars
Searching for answers to
and the planets. Most of
the "longest-standing" astro
them know about white
nomical mystery is one rea
dwarfs and black holes.
son Schmelz is at the Univer
They also know the order
sity. After earning her Ph.D.
of the planets and can recite
This image of the sun was taken with NASA's
Soft X-Ray Telescope, which is on the
in astronomy from Penn
them for Schmelz. But they
Japanese Yohkoh spacecraft. "Yohkoh" means
State, she worked at NASA,
are intrigued by her offer to
"sunbeam" in Japanese.
where she helped operate
show them more.
the Solar Maximum Mission satellite. Now, she's
Schmelz leads them further on the journey
conducting research and teaching astronomy
through the galaxy and beyond. She shows them
classes at The U of M.
pictures of newborn stars and dying stars. She
explains the science behind black holes and
what's next in space exploration.
The students are interested, which is exactly
Schmelz' aim in developing her program. She
hopes their interest carries into their schoolwork
and the choices they'll make for college.
"We need to cultivate the next generation of
scientists," she says, "and this is just one way to
do that."
At the end of the hour, the students' interest
in science seems to mount; as she sends them
back to their schools, she encourages them to
continue to think about the mysteries in science.
Only a handful of students go on to study as
trophysics at the university level. But the choices
that lead them to careers are made early, and she
hopes the day's presentation will steer at least a
few of them into the realm of science. &
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UMS Celebrates
its 50th Year
by Honoring Mayor,
Educator

Graf was professed as a sister of St. Benedict
in Indiana in 1941. She earned a bachelor's
degree in elementary education and a master's
degree in special education from Indiana State
University. In 1958, Graf founded Marian Day,
a school for mentally disadvantaged children in
Evansville, Ind. In 1969 she came to Memphis
with two other sisters of St. Benedict to found
The University of Memphis Society celebrated
Madonna Day School, an institu
its 50th anniversary by presenting
tion for special needs children.
Shelby County Mayor Jim Rout the
After renting a building for 27
2001 Walter A. Barret Distinguished
years, the school purchased a new
Service Award. The society, an aca
home, the Germantown Church of
demic support organization of
Christ, and changed its name to
alumni and friends, also honored
Madonna Learning Center. The
Sister Mary Mark Graf as its 2001
school
operates on tuition, dona
Educator of the Year.
tions and memorials, and receives
Rout became mayor of Shelby
no city, state or federal funding.
County in 1994. He is chief execu
Graf served on the Advisory
tive officer for the largest local
Council for the Education of Stu
government in Tennessee.
dents with Disabilities in the State
As mayor, Rout has targeted
of Tennessee. She participated in
economic development, streamlin
Mayor Jim Rout
the Study Abroad Social Education
ing government and crime preven
in Europe program sponsored by
tion. He led development of the
Ithaca College. She retired in 1991.
Memphis 2005 strategic plan, over
Founded in 1952 as Greater
saw record economic growth of $7
Memphis State Inc., the society has
billion in five years, and produced
operated a wide range of outreach
the first master plan for city and
efforts, including luncheons and
county schools. Rout led the cre
forums, honoring outstanding
ation of a crime commission, a vic
students and providing fellowships
tims' assistance center, a neighbor
for graduate students. According to
hood watch program and an antione of the founding members, the
gang task force, as well as the
group had a modest beginning.
county's first integrated public
"Memphis State was just ready to
health system.
burst out," said Harry Woodbury
Before becoming mayor, Rout
(BS
'40). "The need was there."
was a four-term member of the
Sister Mary Mark Graf
UMS was instrumental in help
Shelby County Board of Commis
ing Memphis State College attain
sioners. In addition, he has been a
university
status
in 1957. It continues to lobby in
successful businessman, serving as founder and
Nashville, and encourages legislators to make
president of Behavioral Health Group and a
higher education a top priority.
board member of First Federal Bank. Rout at
The awards were presented at a dinner in
tended The U of M and received its highest
honor, the Distinguished Alumni Award, in 1995.
April at the new Wilson Hotel on campus.
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Distinguished
Alumni
T 5T1 Awards

The Distinguished Alumni Awards Gala was held at The Peabody Hotel in downtown
Memphis on March 2 under the theme "Midnight Music in Memphis." Over 600
University alumni, friends and staff descended upon The Peabody for the black-tie
affair. Numerous corporations and businesses donated items for the silent auction
—
that took place throughout the evening. The proceeds benefited The University of
Memphis Alumni Association and Foundation, which earmarked the funds for
alumni programs, including student scholarships. Among those participating were award-recipients Judge Robert "Butch"
Childers (BBA 71, JD 74), center right, Distinguished Alumni Achievement; Kemmons Wilson, center left with Dr. Shirley
Raines; Carlotta Watson, top left, Distinguished Friend; and Elliot Perry (BBA '91), bottom right, Outstanding Young
Alumnus. The program was followed by dancing. Yes, Elvis (aka Judge Childers) was in the building!
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A Life of Loyalty

Other hobbies include woodworking and
similar "hands-on" crafts. A homemade stained
By Benjamin Potter
glass lamp he constructed carefully from 604
pieces of glass sits in his living room.
Many University of Memphis graduates
Wilkinson's favorite pastime, though, is
remember the institution as Memphis State
undoubtedly Tiger sports. He perennially holds
University. But to Earl Wilkinson ('29), who
season tickets for basketball and football. In fact,
attended during the Great Depression, the
Wilkinson estimates he's been a football seasonname that conjures up the most memories is
ticket holder since 1934. That's 68 years of Tiger
West Tennessee State Teachers College.
touchdowns. "He's so impressive — he just keeps
"Those were tough times," he says of the
on going," said Scott Rabenold, assistant athletic
period he spent at the school that eventually
director of Tiger Clubs. "The neat thing
became The U of M. "My sister, Sarah, was
is that at every game,
working. She was the only one in the family
you can see him at the
who was, and she was sending me to
Tiger Club talking to
school."
people and really
Not wanting to burden his sister any
enjoying himself."
further financially, Wilkinson left after two
Wilkinson's favorite
years. His devotion to
Tiger sports moment
the University and its
didn't happen on the
athletic programs none
football field; it took
theless has continued for
place on a basketball
decades. Half of his
court in 1973 when then-Mem
recent gift to The U of M
phis State engaged in an epic
went into the president's
struggle against UCLA and Bill
discretionary fund; the
Walton in the championship
other half to athletics. An
game of the NCAA tourna
additional gift, a bequest
ment.
in his will, will further
presid
y
Earl Wilkinson shows U of M
ent Shirle
Wilkinson and his wife,
Raines around his Memphis ho^ WJkinson
benefit the University.
Mary,
went to hundreds of
attended the University in the 1920s, he has been
After his stint at the
games over the years. After
a loyal Tiger fan ever since.
University, Wilkinson
she died, Wilkinson struck a deal with his
"went to cotton," working in agriculture. In 1934,
mail carrier: season tickets to Tiger football and
he joined the Federal Housing Administration
basketball games in exchange for transportation
(FHA).
to those games.
"They didn't call me 'office boy' — I had
Wilkinson's love for the University has
a more distinguished title — but that's what I did,"
remained strong through the years. "I've always
Wilkinson says. He would finish his career with the
thought a lot of the University," he says, "and Dr.
FHA nearly 40 years later as chief underwriter. He
Raines, the president they've got now, is the
retired in 1972.
friendliest person I've ever met."
He may be a nonagenarian, but Wilkinson, who
With his bequest and gifts to The U of M,
celebrated his 91st birthday last December, hardly
Wilkinson can be assured that Tiger academics
acts the part. He still drives a car and gardens. In
and athletics can march on with continued high
his backyard, a camellia bush loaded with rich, red
standards.
blooms stands as a testament to his green thumb.
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Chapters & Clubs
If you are interested in serving as a volunteer
chapter or club leader, let us hear from you! Call
the Alumni Association at 901/678-2586 or 800/
678-8729.

Arts and Sciences

The chapter, along with the Arts and Sciences Ad
visory Board, held its first "Great Conversations
with University of Memphis Faculty" dinner at the
Wilson Hotel in April. Among the faculty partici
pating were Jerome Blakemore and Drs. Shannon
Blanton, Jack Carpenter, Stan Franklin, Art
Graesser, Arch Johnston, Felipe LaPuente, Marcela
Mendoza, Mary Leader, Andy Meyers, Jim
Whelan, Joan Schmelz, Tom Nenon and Ed
Stevens.
If you are interested in serving on the Arts
and Sciences board of directors, call Anesha
Cowan at 901/678-4082.

AUSP
The chapter hosted a hospitality room for alumni
at the 32nd annual Mid-South Conference on
Communicative Disorders at the Memphis
Marriott East in March. The conference is orga
nized by The U of M chapter of the National Stu
dent Speech-Language-Hearing Association.
Officers are Andrea Patterson (MA '94), president;
Paul Spreckelmeyer (MA '94), vice president; and
Amie Bourne (MA '00), secretary.

Atlanta
About 60 Atlanta area alumni met at Maggiano's
Little Italy Perimeter in February to watch The U
of M-DePaul University basketball game.

Band
The chapter is compiling a database of former
band members. The information will be used to
keep alumni informed about upcoming band
events. If you were a member of the Mighty
Sound of the South, please send your contact in
formation to bandalumni@memphis.edu.

Birmingham
About 20 Birmingham alumni gathered for an or
ganizational meeting and to watch The U of MUAB basketball game at the Mizan Plaz restaurant
in February. For club information, contact club
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news

president Jeff Davis (BA '99) at 205/995-2064 or
jdavis3874@aol.com.

Engineering

New officers are Bobby Wharton (BSET '75),
president; Ned Savage (BSET '74), vice president;
and Bob Rogers (BSME '82, MS '89), secretary.
New board members include Julian Martin (BSEE
'97) and Don Branson (BSET '01).

Health Administration

The chapter's first president is Philip Blane (MHA
'98). Other officers are Jon Moultrie (MHA '98),
vice president; Robin Tauer (MA '97, MHA '99),
secretary; and Cathy Ideker (BMT '82, MHA '99).

Houston

Houston alumni and guests heard a talk by
President Shirley Raines at the Houston Hilton in
February. Tiger mascot Pouncer also made an
appearance. Fans then attended The U of MUniversity of Houston basketball game.

Journalism

If you are a journalism graduate who is interested
in serving on the chapter's board of directors, call
Jerome Wright (BA '72), president, at 901/5295855.

Law
Alumni Board Day was held in April, with a lun
cheon and meeting at the Alumni Center, fol
lowed by dinner at the home of Dean Donald
Polden. Alumni also hosted a moot court ban
quet, a Law Review banquet and a lunch for
graduating seniors.
Officers are Paul E. Prather (BA '79, JD '82),
president; Glynna C. Parde (JD '94), president
elect; Robert L. Dinkelspiel (JD '75), secretary;
Diane Vescovo (JD '80), treasurer; and Russell E.
Reviere (BA '76, JD '79), past president.

Washington, D.C.
The Barking Dog in Bethesda, Md., was the set
ting for a meeting of Washington area alumni in
February. They watched The U of M-South
Florida basketball game and met with Kevin
Roper, vice president of marketing, advancement
and government relations, and Tammy Hedges,
director of alumni programs and special events.

T H E

U N I V E R S I T Y

O F

M E M P H I

a I u m n e w s

Help Students Pursue Their Dreams
By joining The University of Memphis Alumni Association, you can leave a legacy — one that will help future generations
attend The U of M.
Children and grandchildren of Alumni Association members may apply for Alumni Scholarships — renewable awards
available to first-time freshmen. These scholarships are made possible through an endowment created by Life Members of the
Alumni Association.
Life memberships are $500 for individuals, $800 for married alumni and $400 for senior citizens (individual or joint). To
receive an application for Alumni Scholarships, or to become a Life Member, call 901/678-2586 or visit the Alumni Center.

New Life Members
344. James (BS '89) and Wanda Holmes
345. Carolyn Dickens (BS '89)
346. Phillip (BSEE '95) and Karin (BA '99) Myers
347. Dr. Harold A. ('59) and Beverly (BS '58) McCormack
348. B.J. Wade (BA '73, JD '79)
349. Mark A. Mitchell (BBA '99)
350. Dan and Stephanie (MA '80) Beasley
351. Jeff (BBA '74, JD '77, MBA '78) and Jane (JD '79) Garrety
352. Ben D. Hale (MAT '73)
353. Sylvia Marks
354. Dorothy O. Kirsch
355. Pat (BS '57) and Robbie Burlison
356. Yvonne Fournier (EdD '78)
357. Antiope (BFA '86) and Oscar N. (BBA '76) Seelbinder Jr.
358. James (BS '6l, JD '69) and Betty Ann Hadaway
359. Eric Jerome Dickey (BSET '83)
360. Gary B. Douglas (BBA '78, JD '82)
361. Gary M. Grear (BBA '69)
362. Billy (BS '63, MEd '67) and Linda Overall (BS '66) Colvard

363. Jason (BBA '92) and Diana (BBA '94) Stumph
364. Lois C. Mayo
365. Beth M. George (BA '95)
366. Preston L. Shaw Jr. (BBA '74)
367. Donald B. Harmon (BBA '69)
368. Deidre D. Williams (BA '92)
369- Melinda Hulsey Edwards (BSEd '74, MPA '75)
370. John W. Lewallen Jr. (BSCE '75)
371. Larry (BBA '76) and Johnnie Rodgers (MEd 71) Turner
372. Wesley B. Estes (MBA '01)
373. Gnanasegeran Selvadurai (BSEE '90)
374. Roger Grace House Grant (MBA '69)
375. James M. Zotkiewicz (BA '80, MS '82)
376. Danny M. Palmer (BBA '66)
377. Dr. Mabel T. Himel (EdD '94)
378. Bethany J. Himel (MBA '01)
379. John D. Richardson (BA '75, JD '78)
380. C. Rodger (BA '01) and Jan Jerome (BFA '84) Williams
381. Jesse Weeks (BSEd '71)

Alumni Club Gatherings: Good
times were had by all at various
Alumni Club functions this past
year as University administrators
visited with U of M alumni. (A) Dr.
Dan Beasley, interim associate vice
president for Development and
Alumni Affairs (far left) and
Tammy Hedges, director of Alumni
Programs and Special Events
(far right) meet with Atlanta Club
members. (B) Birmingham Club
President Jeff Davis (third from
right) and Vice President Steven
McCullar (second from right) gather
with other alumni for an
organizational meeting.
(C) Kevin Roper, vice president for
marketing, advancement and
government relations (standing, far right)
and Washington D.C. Club President
Kate Sicola (seated, far right) visit with
D.C. area alumni during a Tiger
basketball game. (D) Dr. Robert
Canady, husband of U of M President
Shirley Raines, Dr. Raines, Houston
Club President Sam Blustein, secretary
Mary Anne Klingen and Club Vice
President Robert Stevens share a
moment during a Houston Club function.
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Hildebrand Has
Rodeo Drive

documented in two multimedia presentations.
Visitors can view both historic and modern cow
boy gear, including hats, clothing, ropes and
saddles.
To spectators, rodeo is a sport. To cowboys,
A touch-screen kiosk offers information on
it's a way of life. To Pat Hildebrand, it's a calling
world champions and top cowboys in each event,
Hildebrand (BPS '80) is executive director of
from bull riding to bareback riding, calf roping,
the Pro Rodeo Hall of Fame and Museum of the
saddle-bronc riding and steer wrestling. The Hall
American Cowboy. Located in Colorado Springs,
of Fame is not just for cowboys. Inductees are as
Colo., the museum brings to
sociated with all facets of the
life the only competitive sport
rodeo business, including
that has evolved from a work
clowns, announcers, promot
ing lifestyle.
ers, stock operators — even
When she arrives at work
animals.
each morning, Hildebrand is
The rodeo animals,
greeted by a larger-than-life
housed in the outdoor court
bronze statue of legendary
yard, are one of the favorite
cowboy Casey Tibbs astride
stops for kids. "We usually
the saddle bronc "Necktie."
have a rodeo bronc and bull.
The soaring, snow-capped
Last summer we had a longpeaks of the Rockies rise in
horn cow and her bull calf,"
the distance. Clearly it's a long
says Hildebrand. "Both were
way from Memphis.
very friendly. They can be
As a college undergrad,
hand-fed cookies. They love
Hildebrand wanted to major in
Oreos."
historic preservation or mu
The museum recently
seum studies. "The University
opened a multi-use facility,
College gave me the great op
which Hildebrand hopes to
tion of designing a curriculum
use as a classroom for school
Pat Hildebrand
to reach my goals," says
tours and hands-on activities.
Hildebrand, who had an in
The Colorado Saddle Makers
ternship at the Mallory-Neely House in down
are scheduled to demonstrate their craft this fall.
town Memphis. After graduating from The U of
Hildebrand continues her work in historic
M, she headed west and earned a master's degree
preservation. She has been chair of the Colorado
at Colorado State University.
Springs Historic Preservation Board for two years.
Hildebrand started out as a registrar at the
"I enjoy it very much," she says. "We've been
museum in 1983. "After a while in that position,
working with several neighborhoods to develop
being the assertive University College type, I
guidelines and overlay zoning."
changed the job title to curator/historian," she
Hildebrand likes working with rodeo partici
says. Hildebrand was promoted to assistant di
pants. "Rodeo people are the salt of the earth,"
rector of the museum, then to executive director
she says. "Most come from rural backgrounds and
in 1997.
are hardworking folks with a strong sense of
The sport's evolution, from 19th century
themselves. They are generous and kind."
ranch work to modern spectator attraction, is
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Engineering Chapter
Honors Judge Holly Lillard
The Engineering Alumni Chapter has selected Judge Holly Kirby Lillard as its
Outstanding Alumna for 2002, making her the first woman to receive the honor.
Lillard (BSME 79, JD '82) currently is serving an eight-year term on the Tennes
see Court of Appeals.
While a student at the Cecil C. Humphreys School of Law, she was notes editor
of the Law Review. Lillard received the Herff Legal Scholarship and the West Book
Award for highest class rank. After graduation, she served as clerk for U.S. Court of
Appeals Judge Harry Wellford. She joined the law firm Burch, Porter & Johnson in
1983 and became a partner in 1990. Her nomination to the Appeals Court came in
Judge Holly Lillard
1995.
Although she never held a full-time engineering position, Lillard had summer jobs with engineering firms.
While law and engineering might seem like vastly different disciplines, Lillard says engineering is a good founda
tion for many careers. "My education in engineering did prepare me for the logic, analysis and problem-solving
needed in many areas, including the legal profession and my work as a judge," she says. "The disciplines are sur
prisingly similar. You try to find the best solution among several, and there can be many variables."
In 1996, The U of M Alumni Association named Lillard its Outstanding Young Alumna.
Her latest award was presented during a banquet in April at the new Wilson Hotel on campus.

Palmer, Flautt
Receive Business
Chapter Honors
The Fogelman College of Business and Economics
alumni chapter honored Dan Palmer as its Outstanding
Alumnus and Frank L. Flautt Jr. as a Friend of the College
for 2002 at a recent luncheon at the Wilson School of
Hospitality and Resort Management.
Palmer (BBA '66) is CEO of Concord EFS, which pro
cesses ATM, debit card and point-of-sale transactions. The
company processed nine billion transactions last year, re
flecting purchases of everything from gasoline to grocer
ies. Palmer began his career as an accountant for Deloitte
and Touche in New York before becoming chief financial
officer for Bayer Corporation's Arkansas chemical firms.
In the 1980s, he discovered a profitable market niche.
While everyone was paying cash or writing checks for
purchases, he saw an opportunity to use new technology
to make electronic transactions.
Flautt (BS '63) is president of Flautt Inc. and cofounder of Sandcastle Resorts. After graduating from The
U of M, Flautt joined Holiday Inn Inc. and became its na
tional franchise director of international sales. He left
Holiday Inn in 1969 to create an Atlanta-based company
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that became the Ritz Carlton Hotel Co. In 1975, Flautt
formed Flautt Properties Inc. which offered a full range
of real estate services, including development, construc
tion supervision, management and accounting. When he
later sold his interest in Flautt Properties to actively pur
sue expansion of Sandcastle Resorts, the company was
operating 18 major hotels. Flautt serves on The U of M's
Board of Visitors and the Wilson School's advisory board.
Gary S. Shorb (EMBA '85), president/CEO of Method
ist Healthcare, was the keynote speaker. The system of 14
hospitals, physician offices, diagnostic centers and home
health agencies serves Memphis, West Tennessee and
Mississippi and has more than 10,000 employees.
Visiting lecturers at U of M classes that day included
Darryl Anderson (MBA '93), Community Behavioral
Health; James Dickey (BA '80, JD/MBA '83), Thompson
Dunavant PLC; Rob Evans (MBA '97), IBM; Chris Hunter
(BBA '88, MBA '93), AutoZone; Terrell Johnson (BBA '85),
FedEx; Jessica Murphy (BBA '83), Methodist Healthcare;
Mike Neal (BBA '96, MA '98), FedEx; Minor Perkins (BBA
'67), Morgan Keegan; Amy Rodriguez (BBA '98, MBA '99),
International Paper; Todd Ruston (BBA '95), First Tennes
see Bank; Ken Stonebrook (BBA '83, MBA '90), Swift
Transportation; Thomas Tidwell (BBA '73), Memphis
Cleaning Solutions; Charles Tucker (MBA '82), Bank of
Bartlett; and Zack Westfield (BBA '98), Exel Transporta
tion Services.
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School Jazz Program, an out
reach effort of the institute.

1949
Dr. Thomas Carpenter (BS),
who served as U of M president
from 1980-91, married Margaret
B. "Pinky" Hayden in January.
They live in Blowing Rock, N.C.
1962
James Thomas Lowry (LLB)
was appointed counsel to
Apperson, Crump & Maxwell
PLC.
1968
John David Douglas (BBA) is
president of Somerville Bank
and Trust Co. in Somerville,
Tenn. His wife, Linda Gail
Littleton Douglas (MEd 73),
teaches at Fayette Academy.
1971
William Hackett (BSET, JD
75) has retired as a General
Sessions Civil Court judge for
District II.
1972
Janis L. Wilson (BA, MA 75)
was appointed editor of Civil
Litigation Update, a quarterly
magazine published by the
Pennsylvania Bar Association.
She is counsel with Montgom
ery, McCracken, Walker &
Rhoads LLP of Philadelphia.
1973
Deborah Faulkner (BA) was
named to the YWCA's Academy
for Women of Achievement.
She is deputy chief of the Met
ropolitan Nashville Police De
partment.
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Steve Breymaier (BBA) is vice
president of Aqua Glass Corp.
in Adamsville, Tenn.
Carolyn Blake King (BBA) is
office manager for Simon Estes
Educational Foundation Inc.
She lives in Tulsa, Okla.
Billy St. John

Billy St. John (MA) retired
from his civil service position in
Ft. Campbell, Ky., where he
was a community theatre direc
tor, to become a full-time play
wright. St. John has written
plays for 14 years and currently
has 45 plays in print. His plays
have been produced through
out the United States and
Canada, as well as England,
Australia and Japan. Recently
his play Deadly Deal was per
formed in Vienna, Austria.
1974
Steve West (BA, JD 77) has
joined the Memphis Redbirds
Baseball Foundation board. He
is vice president of legal affairs
for Methodist Healthcare.
1976
Dr. Richard Birkemeier (MM)
received the Louis Armstrong
Fellowship Award from the In
ternational Association for Jazz
Education. He is director of the
California Institute for the Pres
ervation of Jazz at California
State University, Long Beach.
The award was given in recog
nition of the Compton After

Dr. Victor A. Molinari (MS,
PhD 79), director of
geropsychology and assistant
director of internship training at
Veterans Affairs Medical Center
in Houston, was elected a fel
low of the American Psycho
logical Association for 2002.
Fellows are selected for excep
tional contributions to the re
search, teaching or practice of
psychology.
1978
Mark Dunn (BA), an awardwinning playwright, published
his first novel, Ella Minnow
Pea. He lives in New York City.
Gregory Mann (AN) is nursing
administrator at Mease Country
side Hospital in Safety Harbor,
Fla. He lives in Largo, Fla.
Jeff E. Morris (BBA) is manag
ing director for Wunderlich
Securities Inc.
1980
Richard Alan Bunch (JD) of
Davis, Calif., authored a collec
tion of poems, Greatest Hits. He
was recently included in Con
temporary Authors.
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Dianne Dixon (BSET), princi
pal with the architectural firm
Clark Dixon Associates, is chair
of the Memphis Landmarks
Commission.
Allen Hester (BA) is director
of marketing and communica
tions for the Memphis Area
Chamber of Commerce.
1981
Mary B. Page (BS, MS '85) is
director of professional services
for the Memphis office of Lee
Hecht Harrison, a global
outplacement and career
services company.
Tammy Elam Sommers (BBA)
was named marketing specialist
for the trade publishing division
of Cook Communications Minis
tries in Colorado Springs, Colo.
She is married to John Edward
Sommers II.
1982
James Trimbach (BA) earned
a master's degree in education
from the University of Virginia.
He is a supervisory special
agent with the FBI and an in
structor at the FBI Academy in
Quantico, Va. Trimbach lives in
Fredericksburg, Va.
1983
Cecelia Wilson Sawyer (MBA)
was appointed administrator of
Methodist Healthcare-Central
Hospital. She had been admin
istrator of Le Bonheur
Children's Medical Center for
four years.
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Jerry Schile (EdD) is president
of the Millington Area Chamber
of Commerce.
1984
Richmond B. Adams (BA)
presented his paper, "The Days
Drew Near: Melville's Resurrec
tion of the Undead," at the
Cameron University meeting of
Phi Kappa Phi. An ordained
pastor in the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ), Adams
plans to pursue a doctorate in
American literature. He lives in
Cyril, Okla.
Dr. Otis Clayton (MA) is a
teacher at Westwood High
School in Memphis, a chaplain
with the Tennessee Army Na
tional Guard and senior pastor
of New Mount Zion Baptist
Church in Goodwin, Ark. He
earned a doctorate from
Vanderbilt University Divinity
School in 1996.
Pat Jorgensen (BSEE) joined
Askew Hargraves Harcourt &
Associates Inc. as an electrical
manager of industrial projects.
Bruce Miller (JD), an attorney
with Moore & Van Allen of
Charleston, S.C., has been ap
pointed to the Charleston Re
gional Development Alliance.
The alliance markets the
Charleston region for invest
ment by domestic and interna
tional companies.

1986
Carolyn Currie (MEd) is prin
cipal of Northside High School
in Memphis.
Mari Burns Lee (MFA) traveled
to Taiwan by cargo freighter in
2000, converting a living room
into an art studio on board the
vessel. She has entered, been
accepted to or exhibited in sev
eral competitive and invitational
art exhibits, including the Ber
keley Annual Membership
Showcase, the Catherine
Lorillard Wolfe Art Club and the
Del Mar National Exhibition.
Sue L. Perry-Smith (BA, MA
'98) was named production co
ordinator for Running Pony
Productions.
1987
Ed Daniel (JD) completed the
National Elder Law Federation
Certification to practice elder
law in Arkansas. He is the first
Arkansas attorney to receive
NELF certification.
Sheila Lee Whalum (BA) has
written her first book, Destined
to be a Preacher's Wife. She is
married to Kenneth T. Whalum
Jr., pastor of New Olivet Baptist
Church, and is a debt adminis
trator for the city of Memphis.
1988
Marilyn I. Califf (MFA) had a
black-and-white photograph
exhibited in an Artists' Link
Show at the Memphis Botanic
Garden in November. She also
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had two photographs exhibited
in the show "Photography 2002"
at the Tennessee Valley Art Cen
ter in Tuscumbia, Ala.
Doug Force (BSET) is manager
of technology services for Archer/Malmo.

ter of the Public Relations Soci
ety of America. She is accred
ited in public relations by the
Universal Accreditation Board
and the PRSA.
1990

Gail Jones Kairit (BBA) is re
gional human resources man
ager for SunCom. Her son,
Chad David Jones (BBA '99), is
a transportation sales represen
tative for C.H. Robinson Co.
Carol L. Wolder (BA) is traffic
manager for Sossaman + Associ
ates.
Allyson Weathers Wright
(BBA, MFA '91) and Gary
Sullivan Wright (BSEE '80) an
nounce the birth of their third
child, Mollie McCraw Wright.
She is welcomed by her brother,
Davis, and sister, Hollis. The
family lives in St. Louis, where
Gary is a manager at WorldCom.
1989
Caroline L. Crawford (BBA) is
a senior programmer/analyst
with Tutco, Inc. She lives in
Cookeville, Tenn.
Stephanie Wilson Nichols
(BA, MA '96) and her husband,
Ron Nichols, have two children,
Conner Alan and Seth
Alexander. She owns a public
relations and marketing busi
ness, Stephanie Wilson Nichols
Communications. Nichols re
ceived the 2001 Silver Quill
Award from the Memphis chap

36

Kevin Baltier

Kevin Baltier (BBA) opened
an Edward Jones Investment
office in Collierville, Tenn.
Perry Green (BBA) earned
certification in long-term care
from the Corporation for Long
Term Care Certification. He is
an accountant and financial
planner for Waddell and
Associates.
Rosie Hale (MBA), associate
professor of business technol
ogy-accounting at Southwest
Tennessee Community College,
received the 2002 Officer of the
Year award from the Auxiliary
Probation Service Division of
the Memphis and Shelby
County Juvenile Court. The
award recognizes exceptional
service to the division.
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American College. He is with
Strategic Financial Partners.

Tennese Martin Henderson
(BSEE '90) and Milton J.
Henderson Jr. (BSME '91) of
La Vergne, Tenn., are the par
ents of Milton Javari
Henderson, born Aug. 8. They
also have a daughter, Keheira T.
Henderson.
1991
Madonna G. Constantine
(PhD), an associate professor of
counseling and clinical psychol
ogy at Teachers College of Co
lumbia University, was elected
a fellow of the American Psy
chological Association for 2002.
Fellows are selected for excep
tional contributions to the re
search, teaching or practice of
psychology.
Katherine Anderson Coyle
(BA) and Peter Coyle announce
the birth of their second daugh
ter, Margaret Lynn Coyle, on
Dec. 17. They live in Peoria, 111.
Bruce Harber (BPS) is director
of public safety at The U of M.

Rachel Kincaid

Rachel Kincaid (BA) was
named director of federal affairs
at the University of New Or
leans, in addition to her duties
as executive assistant to the
chancellor. She has been with
the UNO Chancellor's Office
since 1995. Kincaid also serves
as executive liaison to the Coa
lition for Great Cities' Universi
ties, a partnership of 17 univer
sities, including The U of M,
working to improve teacher
education and retention, eco
nomic development, workforce
training and transportation in
urban areas.

Richard Thorne (BSEE)
passed the Mechanical Profes
sional Engineering examination
in California. He has left the
Navy and is now a project engi
neer with GEA Power Cooling
Systems.
1992
David Hathaway (BA) and his
wife, Pam, are the parents of
Robert Leland, born Nov. 5.
They also have a daughter,
Gretchen Elese.
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1993
Jonathan M. Jones (MA, PhD
'98) is director of business de
velopment for QualityLife Com
munities, a real estate develop
ment and consulting firm spe
cializing in independent living
communities for those 55 and
older.
Jill M. Stem (MBA) is a vice
president and general manager
for the Memphis office of Lee
Hecht Harrison, a global
outplacement and career ser
vices company. She is a former
director of human resources
with Nova Factor Inc.

1995
Mary Helen Lovett (MBA) is
manager of transportation for
Memphis Light, Gas and Water.
Leonard Lutche (BFA) and
Melissa Lambert Lutche are the
parents of Callie Renee Lutche,
born Sept. 3. They also have a
son, Noah.

1996

Rob Hoerter (BBA, MBA '96)
was named associate share
holder at Sossaman + Associ
ates.
William Sanders

SPRING 2002

Edward L. Stanton III (BA, JD
'97) is an associate with the law
firm Armstrong Allen PLLC. He
had been an assistant city attor
ney in Memphis.

David T. Snee (BSET) is a stu
dent at the Naval Postgraduate
School in Monterey, Calif.,
where he is pursuing a master's
degree in information systems
and operations.

1994

Rob Hoerter

William J. Sanders (BBA) was
awarded the Chartered Life Un
derwriter designation from the

tion he joined soon after gradu
ation. He lives in Mt. Juliet,
Tenn., with his wife, Jennifer,
and son, Wesley.

Mark A. Rose (BS) is a meteo
rologist with the National
Weather Service, an organiza

Ryan J. Hertter (BSEE) re
cently became licensed as a
professional engineer in Ten
nessee. He is a project engineer
with Stanley Jones Corp., a de
sign/build contractor, in South
Fulton, Tenn.
Steve Weinhoeft (JD) is an
assistant state's attorney for
Sangamon County in Spring
field, 111., specializing in the
prosecution of gun-related
crimes. He had been director
of the domestic violence divi-
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sion and chief felony-narcotics
prosecutor. Weinhoeft also
teaches at the University of Illi
nois at Springfield.

1999

1997

Kathleen Healy-Collier (MHA)
is director of health information
management and transcription
services for Le Bonheur
Children's Medical Center.

Yukiko Inoue (PhD), associate
professor of educational re
search at the University of
Guam, has authored a collec
tion of tanka poems, Rose, You
Must Be. She also is teaching a
course in tanka at the univer
sity.

Beanie Self (MBA) is director
of alumni affairs and communi
cation for the Leadership
Institute of Memphis. She had
been housing director for the
Cooper-Young Development
Corporation.

Jlahna Nataki Timberson
(BSEd) of Detroit teaches
elementary school students with
learning disabilities. She earned
a master's degree in education
from Wayne State University.

Marya Taylor (MA) was pro
moted to account executive at
Archer Malmo. She had been an
account manager.
2000
Shad Berry (BBA) was pro
moted to sales manager of the
mail handling group at Memphis
Communications Corp. He re
ceived the firm's 2001 Salesman
of the Year award.

2001
Sharon Hutchins (JD) is an
assistant district attorney as
signed to Shelby County Gen
eral Sessions Criminal Court.

The
University
of Memp
honored
is
by
the support of
all
of donors,
its
including the
following:

John A. Irvine (JD) is an asso
ciate with the law firm Wyatt,
Tarrant & Combs. He concen
trates his practice in the area of
general business.
Katrina McKinney Kimble
(BPS) was promoted to benefits
administrator at Memphis Man
aged Care Corp. (TLC Family
Healthcare Plan).
Adrian Newson (MS) was ap
pointed director of radiology/
diagnostics at Methodist
Healthcare-South Hospital.

to:
Whether by e-mail Send your information
Alumni Center
The University of Memphis
or "snail mail,"
Memphis, TN 38152
901/678-2586
alumni@cc.memphis.edu
we want to
send information to:
hear from you! For Class Notes,gmaxey@memphis.
edu
Be sure to visit The University of
Memphis Magazine online at:

www.memphis.edu/magazine

Get the latest news on campus events!

www.memphis.edu/enews
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• Jay Myers (BBA '78),
CEO of Interactive Solutions
Inc., has established a scholar
ship to aid students in the
Fogelman College of Business
and Economics. The scholarship
is in memory of his late brother,
Charlie, who died in a car
wreck while attending thenMemphis State University, and
his late father, Jay, who once
headed the Memphis Better
Business Bureau and was a
guest instructor at The U of M.
Recipients must be full-time
undergraduate students with
at least 60 hours completed
toward a degree in the business
college. They also must main
tain a minimum GPA of 2.75
and have good communication
and writing skills. The scholar
ship will be awarded for the
first time during the 2002-03
academic year.
• Peter Ivan Neathery,
who died in 2000, left a sub
stantial gift to the Computer
Science Department. He was
a computer programmer and
a retiree of the administrative
office of the Supreme Court of
Arkansas. Neathery had been
pursuing a doctorate in com
puter science at The U of M. He
also was an avid outdoorsman
and a protector of animals and
nature.
• A gift from The Harwood
Mullikin Trust will help fund
the Joy of Engineering program
in the Herff College of Engi
neering. The summer program

was created with the goal of
generating new knowledge
and excitement about the fields
of math, science and engineer
ing for middle school students
and their teachers.
• When he died last year,
Dr. Robert Goldstein
bequeathed his collection of
reprinted articles on the history
of audiology to Dr. Maurice
Mendel, dean of the School
of Audiology and SpeechLanguage Pathology. Goldstein
was a professor for many years
and Mendel's doctoral adviser
at the University of Wisconsin.
Mendel, in turn, is donating the
papers to The U of M Libraries,
where they will be housed in
Special Collections. The 5,000
reprints cover a narrow part of
the field of audiology from
1898 to the present. Mendel
eventually hopes to make the
collection available through the
library's Web site.
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TheUniversity of Memphis Alumni Association expresses sympathy to the families and friends of these individuals.

ALUMNI

1960S-70S

2000s

Listed alphabetically by graduation date

Robert J. Chapman '63, Nov. '01

Eric S. Robertson '00, Dec. '01

Rev. Charles H. Ryans '64, Nov. '01

1920S-30S

James D. Pugh '75, May '01

Virginia Beaver Thompson '33, Feb. '02

Kenneth Sossaman '75, Feb. '02

FACULTY/STAFF

Eleanor Fleming Gibbons '39, Feb. '02

Laura Rugel Glise '76, Feb. '02

Posey M. Hill, Nov. '01

Margaret Jones Ledbetter '39, Jan. '02

Dona Armstrong Patrick '77, Dec. '01

Ella Carothers Malone, Nov. '01

Take a Closer Look
The University of Memphis Alumni Association has added some significant
enhancements to its member benefit package. In an effort to provide greater
incentives for alumni to join and support the association, dues-paying
members can now enjoy the following benefits:
• Northwest Airlines Discounts. Depending on the season of travel, benefits
will range from percentage discounts on domestic and international
airfares to $99 companion coupons.
• SunCom, the official wireless communications provider from AT&T, offers
special discounts.

Doris Buchalter '78, '81, '88, Feb. '02

1940S-50S

• Kaplan Educational Centers offers 10 percent discounts on preparation courses for the GRE, GMAT,
LSAT, MCAT, ACT, SAT, CPA and NCLEX exams.

Norma M. Adams '40, May '01

1980s-90s

FRIENDS

Richard Kemp Easley '41, Dec. '01

Michael Wilson King '81, Dec. '00

Kenneth O. Cole, Dec. '01

Elizabeth Garner Naylor '43, Feb. '02

John Harding Tipton Jr. '81, '87, Dec. '01

John A. Crisman, Nov. '01

Dr. Doris M. Middleton '48, '56, Feb. '01

Dr. David Pifer '83, Feb. '02

James T. Little '49, Jan. '02
Frances Brooks Corley '54, Nov. '01

Charles Lee Ballard Jr. '88, Jan. '02

Virgie Wall Johnson '57, Jan. '02
Robert R. Partlow '57, Sept. '01

William G. Quanstrom '93, Nov. '01

• Travel discounts. Members will receive special car rental rates with Alamo, Avis, Hertz and National.

In addition, association members can take advantage of these benefits:
• Alumni Association Scholarship award eligibility for children and grandchildren of members
• Networking opportunities at association events and activities
• Automatic membership in your college, school or special interest constituent chapter
• Automatic membership in area clubs
• Lower reservation fees for most association events
• Discounts at the University Store and Tiger Book Store (excludes textbooks and computer items)
• Continuing Education discounts
• Special merchandise offerings
•Availability of Tiger VISA Card
• Eligibility to hold office in the Alumni Association
• Support and assistance for University fund-raising projects
• Sponsorship of recognition awards for outstanding alumni, friends and faculty
• Maintenance of alumni records and directory service for members
• Half-Century Club Dinner for alumni of 50 or more years

Dr. Bradley P. Barris '92, '96, Mar. '02
Vanetta S. Aaron '94, April '95

Alumni Association
Board of Directors: Richard Glassman (BS '69, JD 72), President; Gayle Powelson (BBA '81, MBA '97), President-Elect; Dawn
Graeter (BBA '86)Treasurer; Patrick N. Lloyd (BBA '76), Past President; Claudia Barr, ('72); Ricky Bursi, (BSM '82); Jim Canfield
(BBA '80); Tim Dwyer, (BA, '76, JD '80); Rob Evans, (MBA '97); Charles Ewing; Curt Fields (BSD '72, MEd '75); John T. Lawrence
(BS '70); Mark Long, (BEE '85); James Maclin, (BSM '92); Barbara Mayo; Marsha McDonald (BA '73); Don Ray (BBA '76); Jack
Sammons (BBA '85); Preston Shaw Jr. (BBA '74); Thomas Sullivan (BBA '74); Johnnie Turner (MEd '71); Beverly Vaughan-Acker
(BBA '78, JD '84); Martin Zummach, (BA '85, JD '93)
At-large Council Members: Rick Boals (BA '72); Henri Brooks (BSEd '72); Carol Chumney (BA '83, JD '86); Florence
Crenshaw Hall (BS '89); William "Trip" Jones III (BSET '77, MS '86)
District Council Members: Harvey Berkowitz (BBA '69), Atlanta; Dennis J. Biodrowski (BS '63), Dallas/Ft. Worth; Robert W.
Canfield Jr. (BBA '59), Boston; Brad Hancock (BBA '80), Jackson, Tenn.; Rick Kale (BSEd '72), Jackson, Miss.; Harry A. Paulk (BS
'60), Chattanooga
Constituent Chapters: Arts & Sciences: Jane Lettes (BS '60, MA '85); AUSP: Andrea Patterson (MA '94); Band: Mary McCollum
(BA '94, MA '96, EDS '97); Business & Economics: Jonathan McGlothian (MBA '97); Education: Dr. Carolyn McKellar (EdD '77); Engi
neering: Robert E. Wharton Jr. (BSET 75); Health Administration: Philip Blane (MHA '98); Journalism: Jerome Wright (BA 72); Law:
Paul Prather (BA '79, JD '82); Luther C. McClellan: Olander Franklin (BA '81); Nursing: Lee Booth (BBA '90, BSN '96); University
College: Mary Brignole (BPS '99); Women's Leadership Council: Beverly Vaughan-Acker (BBA '78, JD '84); Young Alumni Council:
Jay Lawrence (BA '94, MS '98)
U of M Clubs: Atlanta: Robert Daniel (BS '92); Big Hatchie (Covington, Tenn.): C. Mike Travis (BS '77); Birmingham: Jeff Davis
(BA '99); Chattanooga: TBA; Dallas/Ft. Worth: Brian Kelley (BBA '69); Eastern Arkansas: Carlton Coveny (BA '88); Greater Memphis
Club: Rick Boals (BA '72); Houston: Sam Blustein (BSEE '75); Jackson, Tenn.: Jim Murdaugh ('70); Nashville: Houston Davis (BA '95)
Alumni Staff: Associate Vice President for Development and Alumni Affairs: Dr. Daniel Beasley; Managing Director of Ad
vancement Services: Tona Jackson Simpson (BA '88, MA '95); Director, Alumni Programs and Special Events: Tammy Hedges;
Alumni Affairs Coordinator: Karen Burton and Laura Benfield.
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It's easy to join. Just complete the coupon below,
or call 901/678-2586 or 800/678-8729 for more details.
MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES
• $25 Annual • $500 Life (or pledge $275 x 2 yrs) • $35 Annual Joint • $800 Life Joint (or pledge $425 x 2
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